
Where to watch 
G. Kaikoura Peninsula Walkway 
This scenic walkway goes from 
Point Kean to South Bay. From the 
clifftops, watch out for passing    
seabirds and waders on the rock 
platforms below. During spring and 
summer, the South Island’s largest 
Red-billed Gull colony is a      
spectacular (and noisy!) sight, 
alongside the NZ Fur Seal rookery. 
You’ll also pass a small colony of 
translocated Hutton’s Shearwaters, 
protected by a predator-proof 
fence. Adult birds only visit the 
colony at night during the breeding 
season, but interpretative signs 
explain this interesting conserva-
tion project.  The often-sought Cirl 
Bunting can be elusive but may be 
found anywhere on the peninsula - 
check Yellowhammers carefully.  

When to watch: if you walk in the morning, the light is 
better starting from the Point Kean end.  Red-billed Gulls 
nest Oct-Jan. .  

H. Town waterfront 
Kaikoura’s pebbly beaches are good 
for observing resting gulls (Red and 
Black-billed), terns and shags, while 
watching out for Hector’s and Dusky 
Dolphins. Lyell Creek, which runs 
through town, usually has Pied and 
Little Shags and in late spring swarms 
with ducklings. Flocks of  Arctic Skuas 
(summer) gather on the sea at dusk, 
best viewed from the Whale Watch 
car park with a spotting scope.     
Seabirds often follow fishing boats 
into the bay and good views are   
possible from the wharf. When      
Hutton’s Shearwaters fledge (Mar-
Apr) they can be drawn to the town 
lights after dark – watch out for crash-
landed birds on roads during this time. 

When to watch: Gulls and terns are 
present in biggest numbers Feb-Sep, 
outside of the breeding season. Try 
looking for flocks of skuas in the last 
hour of daylight.  

D. Kowhai Bush 
This block of native woodland along the Kowhai River is 
good for Riflemen and Shining Cuckoos (summer). Other 
common native bushbird species are easily seen— squeaky 
noises are highly effective for encouraging the inquisitive 
locals to come close. Access is at the end of Schoolhouse 
Road, where several small tracks lead into the bush. 

When to watch: generally more activity in the early morning.  

E. Sewage treatment plant 
The local duck hotspot, hosting Australasian Shovelers, 
Grey Teal, NZ Scaup and Paradise Shelducks. Pied Stilts, 
other waders, gulls and terns can also be seen around the 
adjacent stream and beach. To reach the main oxidation 
pond, turn right off Old Beach Road where the road crosses 
the stream and park down the small gravel track. Follow the 
stream to the beach and walk left up the dune to look into 
the ponds. 

When to watch: birds are present on the ponds all day but 
best viewing is in the morning when the sun is behind you.  

 
F. South Bay 
Wonderfully scenic and with varied habitats, South Bay lies 
on the south side of the peninsula and is well worth the short 
drive or hike over the hills from town. Its shorelines are 
home to beach-nesting Banded Dotterels in summer and 
large gatherings of gulls, terns and shags in winter. There is 
also a small colony of Little Penguins, and patience sitting 
quietly near the Coastguard station can be rewarded with 
views of the penguins rafting on the water before they return 
to their burrows. Alternatively see the colony up close by 
joining a PEAP (Penguin Education & Awareness Program), 
run by the Kaikoura Ocean Research Institute and with the 
proceeds funding free educational visits for local school kids. 

                                       When to watch: penguins come to 
shore just before nightfall, but can 
be spotted on the water in the early 
evening, while you enjoy glorious 
sunset colours reflected in the bay. 
PEAPs run in the evening (advance 
bookings required).  
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Want  more local tips? Scan this QR code to 

access more detailed info about Kaikoura’s birds.   

World-class seabirding 

and so much more! 

Southern Royal Albatross:  

gliding on wings that stretch up 

to 3.6m, this supreme seabird 

is just one of Kaikoura’s truly 

awesome visitors. 
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Little Penguin:  South Bay is home to 
a colony of the world’s smallest penguin. 
They are very wary so stay quiet and 
well hidden to avoid disturbing them as 
they approach.  

Aus. Shoveler:  the 
most flighty of the 
duck species, you’ll 
need to approach 
the ponds with 
stealth to avoid 
spooking the flock.  

Red-billed Gull: 
around 10,000 pairs 
nest on the Kaikoura 
coast. The colony has 
been studied for over 
50 years, and you 
may see birds with 
coloured leg bands.  
Also look out for leg 
bands on Black-billed 
Gulls, terns and    
oystercatchers. 

Artic Skua: these 
aerial pirates are 
present Nov-Apr. 
Flocks of 100+ 
birds gathering at 
dusk were an    
extraordinary  
discovery in 2016.   
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Welcome to Kaikoura 
With around 150 species of bird recorded here so far, 

Kaikoura is one of NZ’s top birding destinations. The 

wonderful array of seabirds just offshore are the jewel 

in the crown, but there are further avian treasures to 

be found in the native forests amid stunning scenery. 

Here is a short guide to the local birding hotspots       

(a longer version is available online, see overleaf). 

       —  Happy birding! 
A. Albatross Encounter 

For many birders, Kaikoura’s famous seabirding is the 
main drawcard. Boat trips with an experienced skipper 
take you out to the deepwater feeding grounds just a few 
kilometres offshore. Unsurprisingly, the main target are the 
albatrosses - the impressive Wandering and Royal, plus 
multiple mollymawk species - but you will also encounter a 
good variety of other seabirds, including numerous petrels 
and shearwaters. 2.5-hour tours leave from Encounter 
Kaikoura on the Esplanade. If your sea legs are wobbly, 
ask the local pharmacist for some Kaikoura Cracker!  

When to watch: great at any time. Some species occur 
seasonally but the appearance of rarities seems to be 
more influenced by luck than time of day. Tours run daily; 
book ahead to ensure availability.  

B. Point Kean 

The lookout is great for seawatching, particularly in strong 
winds when interesting seabird passage can be observed. 
A telescope is useful for identifying seabird species off-
shore. The extensive rock platform is good for roosting 
terns plus foraging oystercatchers and Ruddy Turnstones 
(in summer). Also watch out for cetaceans.  NZ Fur Seals 
often haul out close to, or in, the car park - remember the 
10m rule and give these wild animals their space.  

When to watch: a stunning place to enjoy sunrise, but the 
early-morning light makes seawatching difficult so try late 
afternoons instead. During high tide waders may gather on 
nearby Jimmy Armer’s Beach. 

C. Mt Fyffe forests: Hinau track + Fyffe-Palmer Reserve 

Lush forest on the lower slopes of Mt Fyffe offers excellent 
opportunities for native bush birds: Brown Creepers, Grey 
Warblers, Fantails and Bellbirds are all common, while 
South Island Robins, Tomtits, Tuis and Moreporks are also 
present, as well as Shining Cuckoos in the summer.  Try 
the Mt Fyffe Forest Walk (Mt Fyffe Road) or the start of the 
Mt Fyffe track (Postman’s Road). Look out overhead for 
New Zealand Falcons. Little Owls can be seen at dusk 
along Postmans Road and nearby roads.  

When to watch: generally best in the early morning.  

Cirl Bunting: the rarest of NZ’s introduced 
songbirds. Luckily Kaikoura is one of the  
easiest locations to spot this elusive species. 

Rifleman: NZ’s smallest and 
probably cutest bird. Their ultra 
high-pitched contact calls give 
away their presence, if your 
hearing is sharp enough to 
detect them!  

Wandering Albatross: 
most birds visiting  
Kaikoura are of the  
Gibson’s subspecies, 
breeding in the  
subantarctic Auckland 
Islands.   

Hutton’s Shearwater:  
Kaikoura’s own endemic 
breeding seabird is also 
the world’s highest-nesting 
seabird, inhabiting two 
colonies above 1200m in 
the Seaward Kaikoura 
Ranges (Oct-Apr). 

Spotted Shag: with 
delicately spotted wings, 
punky hairdo and brilliant 
green facial skin, these 
shags are at their most 
beautiful in winter ahead 
of the breeding season.  

Variable Oystercatcher: locally, most 
are of the all-black form but the pied form 
can also be seen, easily confusable with 
the South Island Pied Oystercatcher.  
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